Kid Commit PNW - Donor Information

What is the Program

The NW Kid Commit program is to encourage our youth to remain active and
passionate in their goat projects by offering a quality, proven animal. We aim to promote
interest in dairy goats and their contribution to agriculture in our region. For this reason, we
are offering a competitive essay program for youth to win a doeling.

This competition consists of an essay with a minimum of 500 words about why they
would like to own a dairy goat, how they would care for it (shelter, food, routine care,
vaccinations, milking), what they would do competitively (shows, linear appraisal, milk testing)
with it, any previous goat ownership experiences, and goals for their long-term future with
dairy goats. We hope to have the youth capture why they love and are invested in goats.
Youth are encouraged to talk about their mentors, their clubs, memberships, and any other
information that will validate their commitment to raising dairy goats long-term. Pictures,
photos, or special inclusions are allowed and welcomed to show their passion. We will
evaluate essays on the level of commitment to dairy goats in the longer term, while taking
spelling and grammar into account.

Program History

The program was founded by Abigail Messer of Broken Top Farm. Abby won a goat
through a similar program hosted by the Wisconsin Dairy Goat Association as a youth and
has donated back to the program while in Wisconsin. She always dreamed of starting a
program again in her new location - Oregon.

Shortly after its creation in 2022, Kid Commit gained a second donor and “board member”,

Julie Rosqvist-Gerard of lvyRidge Nubians.

Abby and Julie (the board) launched the program in 2023 for Oregon youth and
donated a Nubian and Nigerian Dwarf doeling. The second year brought forward two notable
donors, Hanson’s Hideaway and Woest-Hoeve. It was clear that the momentum was picking

up!

Program Goals

e Open to all District 7 youth

e States include: Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota,
Washington, Wyoming

e 11 winners per entry year, one for each breed

e Breeds include ADGA-recognized dairy goats: Alpine, Guernsey, LaMancha, Nigerian
Dwarf, Nubian, Oberhasli, Recorded Grade, Saanen, Sable, Toggenburg

e Have a running list of donor farms that we can choose from based on the youth’s
geographic location




Donor Process

Identify yourself as a donor farm, this will be confirmed at the end of every year by the
board. If we do not get confirmation by December 31 we will remove you as a donor farm.
Donor farms will be advertised on the Kid Commit website and on social media postings
Donor farms will be contacted by the board if their farm is identified as the donor that year
on April 15t

Donor farms can begin to choose which animals they would like the youth to choose from
if they do not have an open choice

Youth winners will contact the donor farms within 30 days (May 1%!)

Donor farm and youth will arrange pickup; this may be at the farm, a show, etc.

If any conflicts arise in pick-up, please contact the board. Youth have expectations around
pick up and the board will enforce

Youth will update the donor farm at 6 months and 1 year of age

Youth will contact the donor with questions or mentorship throughout the year

Donor Expectations

Donors should be performance herds - participating in LA, ADGA shows, and milk testing
Mentor youth for one year, as able

Respond to the youth in a timely manner

Respond to the board in a timely manner

Offer a collaborative choice of which doeling the youth gets (This is to encourage more
critical thinking of traits and breeding programs, your first mentorship opportunity)

Do NOT offer only one doeling to the youth

Do NOT use this as an opportunity to get rid of doelings you find to be incorrect, last
choice, or reservations you failed to fill

Donor Perks

Tax write-off for the price of the doeling

Kid Commit Donor logo to add to your website

Opportunity to be on the board/collaborate for a smoother running program
Expanding your herd name reach

The chance to help the next generation of breeders, judges, appraisers, National
Champion herds, and ADGA board members grow in their goat passion

Want to be a donor farm?!

1. Check out the program website to become familiar LINK
2. Reach out to Abby or Julie with questions

3. Provide your breed, city, state, phone, and email

4. Send us a logo and a small blurb about your herd


https://www.brokentopgoats.com/kid-commit

